11th Annual Cache Summit Agenda - Growing

People, Place, and Prosperity

October 27- October 28, 2025
Riverwoods Conference Center, 615 Riverwood Pkwy, Logan, UT 84321

Day 1| 10/27/2025
9:00am Load Connect Transit bus at Riverwoods Conference Center Riverwoods
9:30am 9:30AM - Begin tour of new Connect Transit headquarters and | Connect Transit
maintenance garage Headquarters
10:45am Conclude tour and load on bus
11:00am Arrive at Bridgerland Technical College’s new Business & Bridgerland Technical
Innovation Center and begin tour College
12:15pm Conclude tour; Lunch is hosted at Bridgerland Technical
College
1:00pm Lunch concludes; Load on bus
1:15pm Arrive at Badger Screen Printing and begin tour Badger Screen
Printing
2:15pm Conclude tour and load on bus
2:30pm Arrive at Thermo Fisher Scientific and begin tour Thermo Fisher
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Scientific

3:30pm

Tour concludes; Load on bus and return to Riverwoods
Conference Center

Break

5:30pm

Opening Reception and Dinner

Riverwoods

6:00pm - 7:00pm

Keynote: Dynamics of Group Decision Making

Wilf Sommerkorn
Deputy Executive Director, Utah Land Use Institute

Riverwoods

7:00pm - 7:45pm

Breakout Session

e Community By Design: How to Explore and Measure
Future Benefits of Growth In Your Community - Tim
Watkins, Wasatch Front Regional Council

e Building Resilience: Re-imagining our Relationship with
Land, Food, and Community - Nate Stireman, Owner,
Steep Mountain Farm

e Property Taxes and Truth-in-Taxation: A Trail Guide -
Kerri Nakamura, Consultant, Kerri Nakamura &
Associates

e Elm

e Juniper

e Cottonwood

Day 2 | 10/28/2025

7:30am - 8:30am

Registration and Networking Breakfast

Reception Hall

Riverwoods
8:30am - 8:45am Welcome Redwood/Mahogany
8:45am - 9:45am Keynote: Changing Utah's Housing Game: Public Lands, Redwood/Mahogany
Public Policies, and Public Support
Steve Waldrip
Senior Advisor, Office of the
Governor for Housing Innovation & Policy
9:45am-10:00am Networking Break
10:00am - 10:45am | Breakout Session
e Ownership Opportunities for Moderate-Income e Elm
Homeownership & Walkable Communities - Brandon e Juniper

Bell, Lead Regional Planner, Bear River Association of
Governments

e The Next Step - Intentional Sustainable Communities,
Using Utah's Title 3: Learning from the Past and
Building for Tomorrow - Philip Gleason, OSR Land
Co-op and OSR Off-Grid Communities

e Company Culture: Investing in People - JJ Dallinga and
Bekah Smith, Branch Manager and HR Generalist,

e Cottonwood




America First Credit Union

10:45am - 11:00am

Networking Break

11:00am - 11:45am

Breakout Session

e Combining Affordable Housing and Traditional
Agriculture - Alanna Nafziger, Masters In Landscape
Architecture

e Master the Art of Pivoting - Preston Parker, Co-Founder
and Owner, Morty's Cafe

e Affordable Housing: 5 Solutions to Help Right Now -
Steve Coppieters, Owner, Stone Gate Homes, LLC

o Eim

e Cottonwood

e Juniper

11:45am - 12:00pm

Networking Break

12:00pm

Lunch

Reception Hall

12:30pm - 1:30pm

Keynote: Where Paychecks Meet Porch Lights

Erik Daenitz
Vice President, Zions Public Finance

Redwood/Mahogany

1:45pm - 2:30pm

Breakout Session
e Connecting Cache - Rebecca Dilg, Director, Utah
Broadband Center
e Nibley's Growing Community: Assets, Identity &

e Cottonwood

Responsible Design - Utah State LAEP Bioregional e Juniper
e Planning and Design Students e EIm
e Economic Data - Adam Paul, President and CEO, Next
Meters
2:30pm - 2:45pm Networking Break
2:45pm - 3:30pm Keynote: The Power of Manufacturing Redwood/Mahogany

Johnny Ferry
President, CEO, Utah Manufacturers Association and
Honeyville, INC

3:30pm

Summit Adjourns




PRESENTER BIOS

Wilf Sommerkorn

Wilf Sommerkorn retired as the Director of Regional Planning and Transportation for Salt
Lake County in 2019. Wilf now works with the non-profit Utah Land Use Institute as Deputy
Executive Director, where he conducts training sessions on land use, and on the role and
function of planning commissions, councils, and staff.

Steve Waldrip

Steve Waldrip serves as Senior Advisor for Housing Strategy and Innovation in the Office
of Governor Cox. He has extensive experience in real estate development, law, and
government operations, working across both public and private partnerships. In addition,
he represented District 8 in the Utah House of Representatives from 2019 to 2022.

Erik Daenitz

Erik Daenitz, based in Salt Lake City, is currently a Public Finance Relationship Manager -
Vice President at Zions Public Finance Inc. He brings experience from previous roles at
Park City Municipal Corporation and Goldman Sachs. Erik holds a Bachelor's degree in
Mathematics and Applied Statistics from the University of Utah.

Johnny Ferry

Johnny Ferry has extensive work experience in business development, marketing, and
product development. Johnny worked at Honeyville, Inc. from 2002 to present, starting as
the VP of Marketing & Product Development and later transitioning to the role of VP
Business Development. In 2018, he became a Board Member at Utah Manufacturers
Association.

Rebecca Dilg

Recruited to serve as the Rural Outreach Manager, Rebecca coordinated the state’s
broadband expansion efforts, focusing on connectivity in rural Utah to support economic
opportunities. Appointed the broadband director in 2021, she launched the state’s first
broadband infrastructure grant program to connect over 3,200 rural homes to high-speed,
fiber-optic internet.

Kerri Nakamura

Kerri's career includes time serving the Salt Lake City Council, Salt Lake City Mayor, Utah
League of Cities and Towns, Salt Lake County Council, and most recently as Chief of Staff
to the Salt Lake County Mayor. Kerri has operated an active consultancy, Kerri Nakamura
& Associates, for over 20 years. She advises clients on performance improvement,
strategic planning, public policy, budgeting, and grant acquisition and management.
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PRESENTER BIOS

Nate Stireman

Nate Stireman is a holistic land steward, mentor, and agricultural producer at Steep
Mountain Farm in Wellsville, Utah. His work blends a wide-ranging background in
landscaping, carpentry, permaculture design, and wilderness guiding with a deep

. commitment to regenerative agriculture and community connection.

Steve Coppieters

In 2006, Steve launched Stone Gate Homes, specializing in real estate development,
remodeling, and custom home building. More recently, Steve has partnered with 2 other
local industry leaders to form Mammoth Group LLC focusing on land development that
complements local planning goals proposing projects that allow population growth
without sacrificing the heart of our valley.

Alanna Nafziger

Alanna Nafziger is a descendant of Logan City’'s founding settlers and has lived in Cache
Valley for 35 years. She is an experienced organic farmer with a bachelor’s in Sustainable
Agriculture, and a master’s degree in Landscape Architecture from Utah State University.
Alanna holds a deep understanding of living on the land, long striving to implement
kindness and grace while advocating for her region’s quality of life.

Tim Watkins

Tim Watkins, AICP, works with the Community and Economic Development team at the
Wasatch Front Regional Council. He supports urban and rural communities with technical
planning resources in support of the regional Wasatch Choice Vision. Tim has prior local
government experience with Cache County, Layton City, the City & County of Denver,
Colorado, after starting his planning career with Envision Utah.

Dr. Preston Parker

Preston Parker Ph.D. received his formal education in Business Management at Utah
State University (Bachelor), Mass Communication at Indiana University (Master and
Education Specialist), and Instructional Technology at Utah State University (Doctorate).
Since 2006, he has served in several roles of the Entrepreneurship program within the
Huntsman School of Business, including his current position as a Founder's Board
member of the Entrepreneurship Center.

Philip Gleason

Philip J. Gleason, father of 7, grandfather of 30, and great-grandfather of 4. He has a
background in construction and property development. Current projects include
developing agricultural cooperative communities in Utah & Arizona under the Operation
Self-Reliance Initiative (OSR). Future projects include development in Idaho, Wyoming, and
Canada. OSR helps families transition from a city lifestyle of dependencies to a country
culture with like-minded neighbors while remaining debt free.



PRESENTER BIOS

Brandon Bell

Brandon Bell serves as the Lead Regional Planner for the Bear River Association of
Governments, serving Box Elder, Cache, and Rich Counties. In this capacity, he engages in
long-range planning responsibilities for the cities and counties within the Bear River
Region, assisting them with their planning needs. He served previously as the Countywide
Planner for Cache County, the Planning and Zoning Administrator for Pleasant View City,
and as Associate Planner for North Ogden City.

Bekah Smith

Bekah Smith discovered her passion for people and culture early on, which led her to
graduate with a Bachelor’'s Degree in Psychology from Brigham Young University.
Originally from West Jordan, Utah, she has been with America First Credit Union for six
years, spending the last four in Human Resources. As an HR Generalist, Bekah supports
recruitment, staffing, and onboarding efforts, and serves as a primary HR point of contact
for her assigned areas.

JJ Dallinga

JJ is a proud graduate of Utah State University, where he earned a Bachelor's Degree in
Family Finance in August 2021. He has been with America First Credit Union for nine
years, gaining extensive experience in tellering, loan origination, and branch leadership.
Currently serving as the Branch Manager in Smithfield, he is dedicated to helping
members achieve financial success while fostering a strong, community-focused team
environment.
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